RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN
August it was clear that Germany could only be
prevented from going to war at the end of September
by Great Britain staring that she would be in that war
and on the other side.
After the rape of Austria he said he had urged a
firm declaration, but he had been met with the retort
that the British were not prepared to fight for Czecho-
slovakia. But we should have been fighting as in 1914
"in order that one great Power should not be allowed,
in disregard of treaty obligations, of the laws of
nations, and the decrees of morality, to dominate by
brutal force the continent of Europe. For that prin-
ciple we fought against Napoleon Buonaparte, and
against Louis XIV of France and Philip II of Spain.
For that principle we must ever be prepared to fight,
for on the day when we are not prepared to fight for it
we forfeit our Empire, our liberties and our indepen-
dence.33 The guarded statements made by the Prime
Minister and repeated by Simon were not the language
which the dictators understood. They had introduced
a new vocabulary, and talked the new language of the
headlines of the tabloid Press. We were always told
we must not irritate Hitler. "It seems to me that
Herr Hitler never makes a speech save under the
influence of considerable irritation, and the addition
of one more irritant would not, I should have thought,
have made a great difference.53
The Prime Minister lost several opportunities of
making the position plain to Hitler. He made his last
appeal on the morning of Wednesday, 28th September.
For the first time Hitler was prepared to yield an inch.
"But I would remind the House,55 said the former
First Lord with rising drama, "that the message from
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